SOCIOLOGY  S440    HISTORY OF SOCIAL THOUGHT

Instructor:  Patrick J. Ashton, Ph.D.
Spring 1993

Office:  CM 235   Phone:  481-6669
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne
Hours: TR 10:15 am -12:00 noon
Section 3596    TR   9:00 Ð 10:15 am      KT 149


or by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

“Theory is not something set apart from our lives.  Our assumptions about reality and change influence our actions constantly.  The question is not whether we have a theory, but how aware we are of the assumptions behind our actions, and how conscious we are of the choices we make daily among different theories.”      

                                           
Charlotte Bunch
“The most important thing to understand is that everything factual is already theory.”  
Goethe
This course is about the history of social thought, or the reflections of various people at various times and in a variety of contexts on the nature and structure of human social life.  The examination of the history of social thought is not a visit to the skeleton closet of ideas, however.  It is, rather, a very contemporary pursuit, reflecting contemporary ideologies, evidence, and social conditions.  Thus our investigation proceeds on two levels:  what people have thought historically, and what we now think about what they thought.  This is an inside/outside proposition as well – i.e., we will use the concepts developed historically to critique that history, even as we learn it.
Our approach is necessarily multidisciplinary:  it draws upon the fields of history, sociology, economics, literature, and political philosophy.  The underlying analysis that ties the course together, however, is that generated by the sociology of knowledge.  This approach argues that knowledge of the social world is rooted in and decisively shaped by existing socio-historical conditions.  Each social theory or theoretical orientation, then, can only be understood in the context of the theorist’s intellectual and social milieu (including sources of opposing ideas), as well as the previous history of social thought.  The sociology of knowledge is thus more than the history of social ideas or intellectual biography; it is the history of the connection between material social conditions and intellectual conceptualizations of those conditions.  The most important aspects of each of these dimensions are the forces which structure unequal access to resources:  class, gender, and race.
We cannot, of course, in the time allocated to us examine all or even most social thought.  Thus we shall focus primarily on the history of Western social thought, from its origins in Classical Greece through the economic, political, and social revolutions of the 16th through the 19th centuries to the threshold of modern industrial society in the early 20th century.  This is obviously a period of large-scale, wide-ranging, revolutionary social change.  It was also, not coincidently, the time during which the various social science disciplines were founded and codified, including, of course, the field of sociology.  There is, however, another less obvious but nonetheless extremely important reason for studying the development of Western social thought.  This is the evolution of the uniquely Western concept of freedom as the penultimate social value.  What were the unparalleled social conditions which led to development of this concept in the West alone, and what are the various ways in which the idea has come to be interpreted?  This will provide a unifying theme in our investigation.
The goals of the course include giving you a background in the history of Western social thought tied to emerging social conditions, and to help you to improve your skills in understanding and critically analyzing social theories.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1.  Reading Assignments.
You are requested to read all of the assigned material before the topic is covered in class and to come to class prepared to discuss it.  Class time will be used to extend and supplement material in the readings and to clarify and discuss it in greater depth.  All of these tasks require you to have read the material prior to discussing it.  To a large extent, it is up to you, as part of your active learning process, to make the connections between the readings and lecture material Ñ or to ask questions if you find these connections difficult, confusing, or absent.  Assigned readings will be drawn from the following sources:
Hans Fink, Social Philosophy. Methuen, 1981.
E.K. Hunt, Property and Prophets: The Evolution of Economic Institutions and Ideologies, Sixth Edition. Harper and Row, 1990.
Irving M. Zeitlin, Ideology and the Development of Sociological Theory, Fourth Edition. Prentice-Hall, 1990.
Dale Spender, Women of Ideas, and What Men Have Done to Them. London:  Pandora Press, 1988.
These books are available at Follett’s Bookstore in the basement of Kettler Hall.  On reserve at the Library are the following required articles:

Dorothy Smith, “Women’s Perspective as a Radical Critique of Sociology”

Orlando Patterson, Selections from Freedom in the Making of Western Culture

Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”
You may read these articles in the Library or photocopy them for your personal use elsewhere.  Please respect the rights of others by not writing on the originals, losing pages, or replacing clear originals with bad photocopies.
2. Class Participation.

This course will be organized, to the extent possible, in a combination lecture/discussion format.  Your active participation, on a class-by-class basis, is not only encouraged, it is required, as it is my view that theory can be most effectively learned through intellectual dialogue.  Participation includes asking questions as well as raising points of clarification or debate.  In addition, each student will sign up to assist in facilitating at least one class session.  This involves summarizing important points of the readings for that day, posing questions for discussion, and facilitating the discussion.
3. Reaction Papers

You will be required to write three reaction papers of 2-3 pages each.  These papers will involve reacting to particular topics in the class discussions and the readings.  No additional outside research or reading will be required.  Specific guidelines for each paper will be handed out separately.  The papers will be due according to the following schedule: 
Paper #
Due On     
1
February 4

2
March 16
3
April 9  (turn in at Sociology Dept. office, CM 241) 

4. Group Presentation
The purpose of the group presentation is to give you a chance to (1) more deeply comprehend the basic themes of the course by doing a small amount of research along the lines suggested and illustrated in class, and (2) increase your ability to comprehend and critically evaluate theoretical ideas by discussing them among yourselves and presenting them to the rest of the class in the form of an oral report.  Since it can be intimidating to develop and deliver this type of report individually, and because I believe that theory is best comprehended through dialogue, this course requirement must be satisfied collectively. 
Members of the class will divide up into groups of 3 to 4 members each before the end of the 4th week of class (February 4).  Each group will choose one theorist not covered in the regular course assignments and make an oral presentation to the class in which the group
1)
presents a brief personal biography of the individual, emphasizing important historical, familial, cultural, political and/or psychological factors which contribute to understanding his or her theory;
2) 
identifies some of the important intellectual influences on the particular thinker; and 
3) presents some issues or questions for further discussion/exploration to the class which are derived from the presented material. 
The format of the presentation is up to the group.  Handouts are encouraged; materials will be duplicated by the instructor if they are submitted at least two weekdays prior to the scheduled presentation.  All members of the group will receive an identical grade based upon the clarity, comprehensiveness and depth of the oral report.  Members of the class not involved in presenting a particular report (including the instructor) will grade it.  The reports will be given in class on the dates noted on the Topic Outline below. 

5. Final Paper 
The final paper will provide you with several options, but all of them will basically require you to compare and contrast the views of two major theorists. Specific guidelines will be handed out separately.  The papers will be expected to be approximately 13-15 typewritten pages in length, including notes and references.  The final papers are due on the day scheduled for the final exam, Tuesday, May 4 at 10:00 am   Late papers may be subject to downgrading.
GRADING 

Each student will be required to sign a grading contract in which you weight the various elements of evaluation according to your personal preferences, within the parameters listed below.  
You must choose at least the minimum percentage in each category. 

Class Participation
  5 - 15% of final course grade
______%
Reaction Papers (3; each one equally weighted)
30 - 45% of final course grade
______%
Group Presentation
15 - 35% of final course grade
______%
Final Paper   
25 - 50% of final course grade
______%
 TOTAL           (must add up to 100%)

______%
Final grades for the course will be assigned according to the following scale:
A
=  88%  - 100%
B
=  78%  -   87%
C
=  68%  -   77%
D
=  58%  -   67%
F
=  57%  and  below 
                   There will be no curve.
TOPIC OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
* Indicates Reading is on Reserve at the Library
Week
Date
Reading Assignment and Class Topic
1
Jan 12, 14
Introduction, Overview and Organization of the Course / Introductions



Individual Expectations / The Sociology of Knowledge



Reading:
Fink pp. 1-5;  Hunt, pp. 1-2;  Spender, pp. 2-24
2
Jan 19, 21
Epistemology / Science and Ideology 




Reading: *Dorothy Smith, “Women’s Perspective as a Radical 





     Critique of Sociology”   Spender, pp. 24-42 

3
Jan 26, 28
Classical Greek Society and Social Thought:  Origins, Elaboration, and 


Critique



Reading:*Patterson, Selections from Freedom in the Making of 




    Western Culture; Hunt, pp. 2-3 

4
Feb 2, 4
Feudal Society and Its Ideology



Reading:  Fink, pp. 6-20,  Hunt, pp. 3-10
5
Feb 9, 11
The Breakdown of Feudalism 




Reading:  Hunt, pp. 11-26, Fink, pp. 21-28 

6
Feb 16, 18
The 16th Century Watershed / The New World-View



Reading:  Fink, pp. 29-48, Hunt, pp. 27-49, Zeitlin, pp. 1-6

7
Feb 23, 25
The Enlightenment:  Origins, Themes, Implications, and Critique




Reading:  Fink, pp. 48-50, Zeitlin, pp. 7-44, 





     Spender, pp. 44-50, 137-156

8
March 2, 4
The Age of Revolution:  Capitalist Industrial and French Revolutions 



and Their Aftermaths




Reading: Fink, pp. 50-52, 61-73; Hunt, pp. 50-66





    Spender, pp. 169-212

March 9 and March 11       NO CLASS - SPRING BREAK

9
March 16, 18 
The Romantic  and Conservative Reactions




Reading:  Fink, pp. 52-60, 74-81; Zeitlin, pp. 45-85
10
March 23, 25
Marx and Engels and the Radical Critique of Capitalist Patriarchy





Reading:  Hunt, pp. 68-97; Fink, pp. 82-92; Zeitlin, pp. 86-137

11
March 30, April 1The American Revolution, Patriarchy and the “Peculiar Institution”





Reading:  Spender, pp. 215-230, 347-374, 516-545





    *Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”
12
April 6, 8
No scheduled class - Group Project Days 

13
April 13, 15
GROUP PRESENTATIONS

14
April 20, 22
GROUP PRESENTATIONS

15
April 27, 29
GROUP PRESENTATIONS




Assessment and Summary         Course Evaluations


Tuesday May 4, 10:00 am - Final Papers Due

1

